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Origin of Generics
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HEATRKICZEE, TMNERKLH L ?

EARRR—HARMEARRIT AN—FiFE, EREBIEEELDHE Y IFE:
& AT

func Add(a, b int) 1int { return a+b }
func Add(a, b float64) float64 { return a+b } // TE: Go EEPRFAIFFRBEE

" 2 75 (Ad hoc Polymorphism) HR{E S8 2B B RS IMERA, (X154 AR B, LB IENER S5, fli: KUE s

Add (1, 2) /] FERE—1
Add(1.0, 2.0) // HRAE="
Add("1", "2") // Z@i¥Ef AR, BITEHRAREICH, BRI

Z 1 2 7 (Parametric Polymorphism) HRIESES X B4 RARMEA | TIHIBMEM B, B2 2o

func Add(a, b T) T{ return a+b }

Add (1, 2) /] GFERER T = int B Add
Add(float64(1.0), 2.0) // 4witsEM T = floate4 B Add
Add("1", "2m) /] GIFB/ER T = string B Add

2020 © Changkun Ou - Go #&i% - Go 2 Generics? A (P)review



e BB T o EOEMABINERE?

L{ERA interface{} B, a. b, IREMEH AT LITEEIT BRI AT R LR, BURFRNER LI AR TS EHITE S

type T 1interface { ... }
func Max(a, b T) T { ... } // T 20O

HERZEN, a. b, BEMEZFUNR—RE, HESHEMT X—i2HIMERE

func Max(a, b T) T { ... } // T B2LEESH

\

ZHMBKREGRE RERE, EXE:
B EERER SRR
L& EHE REFEFRHRERIA
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Early Designs on Generics
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M Go 1 iRt

main

EiR:
https://groups.google.com/d/msg/golang-nuts/j_3n5wAZaXw/Yk
OdbCppAQAJ
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https://groups.google.com/d/msg/golang-nuts/j_3n5wAZaXw/YkOdbCppAQAJ

M Go 1 i#E

1 func MaxInt(a, b int) int { i

2 ifa>b{ e Max B—NELEE, SZN & ZmaplF
., e o HEERAEUEASHIBTEE
5 return b o AR SHMIT HFEITHRE?
6 o INMAXIHSMER XBMSH?
7 func MaxFloat64(a, b float64) floate4 {

8 ifa>hb{ o IMEIXEFZNFRE LEHSH?

© return a o ...

10 }

11 return b

12 }

13 func MaxUintptr(a, b uintptr) uintptr {

14 if a > b {

15 return a

16 }

17 return b

18 }

19
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Type Functions (201 0) by lan Lance Taylor

1 type Greater(t) interface { Xt
h bool N 5 R \
oo Teoresterihen(e) beo o TEIFRFEMA (t) EAXBSHMERE A BREES XM
4 o BIAILURTRER LESH Greater (t), WA ARTR ZHE—F
5 func Max(a, b t type Greater(t)) t { . N ; . .
6 if a.IsGreaterThan(b) { BRI Greater (1), R t AHSHRMAL U int
7 return a o  ATHEHRZXM, #H type #HITRE: Vector (t type)
. ¥ func F(argd, argl t type) t { .. }
9 return b
10} e (FHAEN Greater (t) WABSHHAITAR, IBRE type FEM

o RELTTOE—LHMM FZIRIEE:
o generic(t) func ..
o $t // EREESH
o t /) FLHHEEMAKLE
Wk
o MR —MIERERIRIT
e x := Vector(t)(vo) XEMMEIIFHAL?
o ZRXEAFA C++ B Concepts X RIS EA 445
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https://go.googlesource.com/proposal/+/master/design/15292/2010-06-type-functions.md

Generalized TypeS (201 1) by lan Lance Taylor

1 gen [T] type Greater dinterface { Xt
§ X IsGreaterThan(T) bool R 5 gen [T] EREB— 4 KES ¥
4 gen [T Greater[T]] func Max(arg@, argl T) T { o (HHEOXLERHITAR
5 if arg@.IsGreaterThan(argl) { . EH gen [T] ( ) X 8 B RBS KL T
6 return arg@ =
7 }
8 return argl
9 }
Wt

o RENERERRIRITHINE
1 gen [T1, T2] ( e gen [T] ( .. ) SIATHEREMNESR
2 type Pair struct { first Tli; second T2 } o EEYE PG ?
3 Sy 2 b v = L
4 func MakePair(first Ti, second T2) Pair { © FRT R AR H AR PRTE G (E R 45510 2
5 return &Pair{first, second} o FpREIBHFEH
6 }
7 ) // End of gen

2020 © Changkun Ou - Go #&i% - Go 2 Generics? A (P)review


https://go.googlesource.com/proposal/+/master/design/15292/2011-03-gen.md

Generalized TypeS Y (OCt 201 3) by lan Lance Taylor

1 gen [T] ( Xt

2 type Greater interface { =g — ]

3 IsGreaterThan(T) bool ¢ fEf gen [T] REHA—TRESH

4 } o f{EMRgen [T] ( . ) RERBEABESHMEL

5 func Max(arg®, argl T) T { ) 2 st 4 7= 4

6 if arg@.IsGreaterThan(argl) { return argo } o ERREESRETHR

7 return argl

S o

9 )

10 type Int int ° iﬁfﬁ*ﬁi’]’ﬁﬁfﬁ?ﬁg

11 func (i Int) IsGreaterThan(j Int) bool { ° FIFA LT SRS MERIFD, (BEE G5SSIRG 2
12 t i >3

oy o gen [T] (.. ) BIATHAEMES

14 func F() { o it ?

15 a, b := 0, Int(1) e i L

16 n 1= Max(a, b) // O SEHEE. EH b MY Int o HMAI'ERIETE LV FRITEfR] 45 3R 2

17 if m != b { panic("wrong max") } o TEEILAMETIERREMESRKBERE FITHR, AHE
18 -

5 3 g,

o HIHBSNSHN, NIZELEMTSHIHITL I
o ME—RBREEHAT > FELUE?
2020 © Changkun Ou - Go #&i% - Go 2 Generics? A (P)review o argd/argl B T NHLHESHTRLEE?
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https://go.googlesource.com/proposal/+/master/design/15292/2013-10-gen.md

Type Parameters (DeC. 201 3) by lan Lance Taylor

1 type [T] Greater qinterface { Rt

oo Teeresterihen(m boot o  EEERE B0 ERANHER [T ERALSH
4 func [T] Max(arg0, argl T) T { o H—H YL T LI SIEANNRMTTEE

5 if arg@.IsGreaterThan(argl) {

6 return arg@

7 1 Wt

8 : return argl e HETALRIFHIEIT

9

11 func (i Int) IsGreaterThan(j Int) bool { ° BB E NI S 4 KR 2

12 t i >

oy o [WEERRESD FHEL ERESL, A

14 func F() { o type [T1, T2] Pair struct { .. }
12 ) - = Max(0, Int(1)) // #SJy Int o var v Pair[T1, T2]
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https://go.googlesource.com/proposal/+/master/design/15292/2013-12-type-params.md

//go:generate (2014) byrob ke

1 import "github.com/cheekybits/genny/generic" Xt

2 - . vz B 4 = - s

3 // cat 201401.go | genny gen "T=NUMBERS" > o Bl //go:generate HIFHIETRE ANEMNEH
201401_gen.go o FIRAX—HMLELRRFMEINZ cheekybits/genny

4

5 type T generic.Type

6 Pk

7 func MaxT(fn func(a, b T) bool, a, b T) T { o BIPEA

8 if fn(a, b) { ‘

9 return a o FEEFHEMNMD

o o  READRE BERFRETHN

11 return b

12 }
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https://golang.org/s/go1.4-generate
https://github.com/cheekybits/genny

First Class Types (2015) bysryanc. mils

1 const func Max(a, b gotype) gotype {
2 switch a.(type) {

3 case int, float64, uintptr:

4 if a > b { return a}

5 return b

6 default:

7 aa, ok := a.(interface{

8 IsGreaterThan(gotype) bool
9 b

10 if lok {

11 panic("a must implements IsGreaterThan")
12 }

13 if aa.IsGreaterThan(b) {

14 return a

15 }

16 return b

17 1

18 }
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REgwit

5| A gotype RE LR

IR . (type) MIIFHARFIE
const BIZRE1LERE A dmiF AT 1L
REIR C++ SFINAE

it EREGNEE SFINAE
REZER#HNX S 28 SMFER T EECEE
EOZ- Y dinterface X { Y(Z) }

o Z ALURLERES
FARERE LI AT LB S



https://go.googlesource.com/proposal/+/master/design/15292/2016-09-compile-time-functions.md
https://en.cppreference.com/w/cpp/language/sfinae

Go 2 Ml &2

"Contracts" in Go 2
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Generics: Problem Overview

C++:
o ZEMARLE—THmEHAEE template<typename T>
o DZERELIHSZE—1hME RiEm R

o AEYETITRIMEREMIE ERT R R (TR ER
o  FIMLARRHIEZ R GG ™ EIER HIFHAE
o  HuREFERE—NZRER MiZHEZES LRTRBR
x?
o  FRERERRAT|H 4 151 ?
o JNLIRHIEZ A HIIHRSIEF AT LS

iz BN

[Russ Cox, 2009]

SRR EATHE
o UMM R 2 C: void Java:
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https://research.swtch.com/generic
https://research.swtch.com/generic

Contracts (201 8) by lan Lance Taylor and Robert Griesemer [ReV'i sed ]

1 contract Comparable(x T) { SHAR— MR T — AR B FRBHITHRESRE,
2 X > X

3 X < X XEW

4 X == X

5§ o EAUDE Go FAMARHTIRE

6 func Max(type T Comparable)(vO T, vn ...T) T { ° BEEEHE&HE. 7E IR, REER

7 switch 1T := len(vn); {

8 case 1L == 0:

9 return vo ﬁFiE

16 case 1 == 1: o HRAMAATER(BANNKBERTLUESDH?)
H 11 ve > vnlo] { return ve o —ATRRTHEREIAREBY

12 return vn[0]

13 default: L4 %f%iﬁi‘l'%—’l\ttﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁ"]fﬂﬁﬂ

14 vv := Max(vn[0], vn[1l:]...)

15 if v > vv { return voO }

16 return vv

17 }

18 }
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https://go.googlesource.com/proposal/+/4a530dae40977758e47b78fae349d8e5f86a6c0a/design/go2draft-contracts.md

Contracts (201 9) by lan Lance Taylor and Robert Griesemer [ReV'i sed ]

1 contract Comparable(T) { SR T — AR EEY,
2 T int, int8, intl6, int32, 1inté4, -
3 uint, uint8, uintl6, uint32, uint64, uintptr, Rt
4 float32, float64 o g = 2y 5 \
. string ’ ’ o [FRAAERFHELAIERGFraR TS H XE
6 3} e comparable/arithmetic ENEE Y
7 func Max(type T Comparable)(vO T, vn ...T) T {
8 switch 1T := len(vn); { .
9 case 1L == 0: e
10 return vo o XHMAKBBEEXNE?
11 case 1 == 1: o _ = Max(1.0, 2)
12 if vO > vn[0] { return vO } — .
o IMEIEHE—EK?
13 return vn[0]
14 default: o ATRHRSBMZIFFERARE (FEHRIR)
15 vv := Max(vn[0], vn[1:]...) ° EHEFHE. 2
16 if v > vv { return voO }
17 return vv
18 }

19 }
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https://go.googlesource.com/proposal/+/master/design/go2draft-contracts.md

Contracts (201 9) by lan Lance Taylor and Robert Griesemer [ReV'i sed ]

o RESHEEEH MAGIE:
o E#H = func F(type T C)(params ...T) T { ..}
o  LE¥ifAk=> type S(type T C) struct { ..}
o {0 = type I(type T C) interface { .. }
o ALXMIMK, fI:
contract C1(T1i, T2, T3) {
C2(T1) /] fRHEEEY c2 HTHSE

T2 1int, floated // RUFNEE T2 TR
T3 Method(T1) T1 // R¥WEE 13 HTES

0O Interface 2— A%, WA TE BE
&%) Contract B—4HEH, a7 LR
o MEXRBSHMEND —— SHILM I(type T C) WEAANARRRRZH

L
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https://go.googlesource.com/proposal/+/master/design/go2draft-contracts.md

Contract v.s. Interface(type T) [Revised]

o HETHAMNSHELEHEMER:

contract Greater(T) {

1

2 IsGreaterThan(T) bool

3}

4

5 func Max(type T Greater) (a, b T) T { ... }

o HTFBRIELEOMSHILERMEX:

type Greater(type T) interface {
IsGreaterThan(T)

1
2
3}
4
5

func Max(type T Greater(T)) (a, b T) T { ... }
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Contract v.s. Interface(type T)

o BY C(T) MARBSHILED I(type T C) HIEEM, —1FE & 20961 F:

1 contract C(P1, P2) {

2 P1 ml(x P1)

3 P2 m2(x P1) P2

4 P2 int, float64

5 }

6

7 func F(type P1, P2 C) (x P1, y P2) P2 { ... }

1 type I1 (type P1l) 1interface {

2 ml(x P1)

3 1}

4 type I2 (type P1l, P2) 1interface {

5 m2(x P1) P2

6 type int, float64

7}

8 /] EIHMEEIFERRIET 12 B89 P1 5 11 89 P1 ER—KHE
9  func F(type P1 I1(P1), P2 I2(P1, P2)) (x P1, y P2) P2 { ... }
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Summary

BYEEH=MER -

contract Cci1(T1, T2, T3) {
C2(T1) /] REEEY 2 #HTHE
T2 int, floaté4 // RRVFWEE T2 JHITREH
T3 Method(T1) T1 // R#EXEE T3 HITRE
}

1. HWHRXAE YD contract C1(T) { C2(T) .. }
2. EBSH + XFREE T2 dint, floates

3. KBS+ AHEZSH T3 Method(T1l) T1

H—H BRI : BFRBEAURP—MHBAATZRFZE ?
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g02go0

git clone https://go.googlesource.com/go
git fetch "https://go.googlesource.com/go" refs/changes/17/187317/15 && git checkout FETCH_HEAD

$ go2go
Fix: go2go <command> [arguments]

T aiE:

build

run

test

translate % .go2 XHEHEH .go X
2EIN]

import "x"

> $GO2PATH/src/x
3> SGOPATH/src/x
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https://go-review.googlesource.com/c/go/+/187317

Example 1: Generic Sort

AHHEZER sort BFEWRET 2 7L, B (EHR) RDE

1 // sort wrapper operation -- written by Ian and modified by Changkun

2 type wrapSort(type T) struct {

3 s [aT

4 cmp func(T, T) bool

SE

6

7 func (s wrapSort(T)) Len() int { return len(s.s) }

8 func (s wrapSort(T)) Less(i, j int) bool { return s.cmp(s.s[i], s.s[j]) }
9 func (s wrapSort(T)) Swap(i, j int) { s.s[i], s.s[j] = s.s[j], s.s[i] }
10

11 func Sort(type T)(s [1T, cmp func(T, T) bool) {

12 sort.Sort(wrapSort(T){s, cmp})

13 }
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Example 2: Map Reduce

RIREA Filter?

1 // Map/Reduce operation -- written by Ian and modified by Changkun

2

3 // Map turns a []T1 to a []T2 using a mapping function.

4 func Map(type T1, T2)(s [1T1, f func(T1) T2) []1T2 {

5 r := make([]T2, len(s))

6 for i, v := range s {

7 rii] = f(v)

8 }

9 return r

10 }

11

12 // Reduce reduces a []T1 to a single value using a reduction
function.

13 func Reduce(type T1, T2)(s []T1l, 1init T2, f func(T2, T1) T2) T2 {

14 r :=1init

15 for _, v := range s {

16 r = f(r, v)

17 }

18 return r

19 1
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Example 3: Stack

SYXBIBRABERIFTEEASG AEX

1 // generic stack -- written by Ian and modified by Changkun
2 type Stack(type E) []E

3 func NewStack(type E) () Stack(E) {

4 return Stack(E){}

5 }

6 func (s *Stack(E)) Pop() (r E, success bool) {

7 1 := len(*s)

8 if L == 0 { return }

9 r, xs = (*xs)[1 - 1], (*s)[:1 - 1]

10 success = true

11 return

12}

13 func (s *Stack(E)) Push(e E) { *s = append(*s, e) }
14 func (s *Stack(E)) IsEmpty() bool { return len(*s) == 0 }
15 func (s *Stack(E)) Len() 1int { return len(xs) }
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go2go X FFIE.

e 2020-03-13:BHR XM go2go TR

o  BERIARZHE <~ ..., switch, select, FXFE=AHC -import

o [IP(T) H#HEZX, 1B [IP(T1, T2) FRHEH-NIHWTEEREMEA. I changkun/go2generics/bugs/1/
e 2020-03-19:2ki#

o XZHEE<-. ..., switch, select, XBFEFE=AE -import

o {BFEA testing HEDEBZATIEERZ, U changkun/go2generics/bugs/2/

o AHEREZXESA errors @ ‘can't find any importable name in package "errors"®
e  2020-04-03 & 2020-04-09: i

o  IMARTFLFEZENE  contract C(T) { *T M() }, I changkun/go2generics/bugs/2/

o {&& changkun/go2generics/bugs/2/

o TAUEA errors &

2020 © Changkun Ou - Go #&i% - Go 2 Generics? A (P)review



Example 4: Generic map[K]V Container

1 // naive generic map[k]v -- by changkun KIXE ™ append() ?
2 type Pair(type Tl, T2) struct {

3 Key T1

4 Value T2

5 1}

6 type Map(type Tl, T2 contracts.Comparable(T1l)) struct {
7 s [JPair(T1, T2)

8 }

9 func NewMap(type T1, T2) () Map(Ti, T2) {

10 return Map(T1, T2){s: [J(Pair(T1, T2)){}}
11}

12 func (m *Map(T1, T2)) Set(k T1, v T2) {

13 m.s = append(m.s, Pair(T1, T2){k, v})

14 }

15 func (m x*Map(T1, T2)) Get(k T1) (v T2, ok bool) {
16 for _, p := range m.s {

17 if p.Key == k {

18 return p.Value, true

19 }

20 }

21 return

22 }
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Example 5: Fan-in Fan-out

1 // generic fan-in -- by changkun 1 // generic fan-out -- by changkun
2 func Fanin(type T)(ins ...<-chan T) <-chan T { 2 func Fanout(type T)(r func(max int) int, in <-chan
o buf := 0 T, outs ...chan T) {

4 for _, ch := range 1ins {

5 if len(ch) > buf { buf = len(ch) } : L := len(outs)

6 } 4 for v := range 1in {

7 out := make(chan T, buf) 5 ii= r(U)

8 wg := sync.WaitGroup{} o ) )

9 wg.Add (len(chans)) 6 if i <0 || i>1T{1i=rand.Intn(l) }
10 for _, ch := range 1ins { 7 outs[i] <- v

11 go func(ch <-chan T) { 8 }

12 for v := range ch { out <- v } )

13 wg . Done () 9 for i := range outs {

14 }(ch) 10 close(Outs[i])

. } 11 }

16 go func() {

17 wg.Wait() 12}

18 close(out)

19 10
20 return out
21} iXIXE1 Load Balancer?

2020 © Changkun Ou - Go #&i% - Go 2 Generics? A (P)review
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About Conservative Attitude

WFEXRSHAME, (£ 1988 F) A C++ RAKNEEMBERZ — 1§ RHFERE. EREXHE, BIWSREIE BEME, C+
BAERE—FFES—ROUE, LESRE XBHRE 0K, MEX KHEF.

MBS KE, BARGIFRL ARG — IR S IR KRR Z B 72, EEIRZAT, 3 (Bjarme Stroustrup) —EE LI, 6EF.
Wit, BN BREMBE—MEERE. MERKRZE, [.] ZIEEEZMXLEFHFT LR, BRERE W+ R F @b RIZ KR
WHES-Z, BthiRZ B IMAW . X SBURRE T LIMER LN XIRIRETT SHEIE T |

MEMSUAR, EF G BB RN HE BB C2E FERMRKRT T BAFRKREZBITFSIHEMERE, [ | XEHEFER LHER
m&L i, ERE XA FREHNFHEE. |

——"The Design and Evolution of C++" Chapter 15: Templates, 15.2 Templates
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About Parametric Constraints

IMERSHFRARBERBH . AR, A REOEERME IR IR LB LR B ZI#1T (1988 £),
MERMAFRENIZEREERAE HBABREM L HREMXE, FRATRRS KD 2 550

template <class T {
T& operator=(const T&);
int operator==(const T&, const T&);
int operator<=(const T&, const T&);
int operator<(const T&, const T&);
};> class vector { /*.*x/ };

F ! N ER A FREBESEAFHMOREE XF26E SHE/EE, AEXHIEERE......
(1994 ) B kBE, RAB T XEMH X T EHNENERENNERE. |

—"The Design and Evolution of C++" Chapter 15: Templates, 15.4 Constraints on Template Arguments
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About Syntax Design

MEEER—1 R, FIEHNEFERERSHEERERREFHEER, B XMAXTERENT I BIEEER. 2BREX,
FRMERRX BFOEBIFEBTHF—L:

T& index<class T>(vector<T>& v, int i) { /*.x/ }

int i = dndex(vi, 10);
char* p = index(vpx, 29);

BF EET MEERT IR R, BEERF IR - MRS, A TSN EEEBIRIR S TEES T ARRERE . [ | R
HIRRAR B AR T A

template<class T> T& index(vector<T>& v, int i) { /*.*x/ }

B RIS EEERES MR 2 E AMRFARR EES A

index<class T>(vector<T>& v, int i) : T& { /*.x/ }

BEXB2ATEE—X BPREEIABER, [..]
EEREER .o MAREEE (), BRBRAAPRURXHERS AIE, BAREEE c/C++ BEESSTESA, S0, FARE
BHTIBES T HAFE M, (BiEE (reader) RRERRIES <.>0 ]

——"The Design and Evolution of C++" Chapter 15: Templates, 15.7 Syntax
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Outlooks



Open Questions

FEXRBSHEY
ERKBHEY
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Variadic Generics?

o BHIMEHAXFERLESH

1 type Tuple (type Ts ...comparable) struct {
2 elements ...Ts o HEIMIZIEREMTKSHEAKX (A ...)
3 1} . o e
4 o HMIIESLI Tuple
> unes (8 S Tupte (st 7)) Setes &L ISR o BHEBIA...CWIBATHEBARSDREMRSIEIM
6 t.elements(Ts...){es...}
;3 o EE Tuple M Get Aix
8
4 4R B = .4, V
S fme (¢ Tupte) PrmtALLO) o BAMFRIIMARKE BRETLEY
10 for _, e := range t.elements { o o LM{E A vl, v2 := t.elements[0],
11 fmt.Println(e)
12 } t.elements[1]
ii } o HALUMEHR for _, e := range t.elements
15 // func (t Tuple(Ts...)) Get(i dint) T2!? o HALMEH reflect

o REIMLRMEMBHAEE, BEE
o ARSI
o BITHTREI
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Conclusions

EFRE, Go 2 hEFESAMZEIGIT, BAILIEMEMN, S 2 ER. BRI TIEZREXIZNARE
o HBRIMEIARNTEE—MHETHFEZSINNSHILES
o HEHRMSIIIANTE, BFAE—LEEMMERE, BFEGRAENZGEEEMESR)
o IERFEIFEZALFHAMZEE
o ={&try proposal —#EEFE ? N AFE BEATTBHM (FIN:- HRRIZTFBES), BHREZHBERK
o ZEBHREEB? PTAFE FETFR,
o HLEMERERLL? MAFE:
o HARFHERMRIRIMKEASLE
o  LLC++ AR ANEE, EERGHEEEREXERN, ELBXREMZIISTI, a0 STL
o GothFEEXMUHRMAE(RE Go HIPAERI—EMITIE
o SIAZEZITHRABIREMED?
o  MIEHIEITRE, T=
o {EMC+ HAEALRRE, EANRNARBHIRIEEZRAETEEKM
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